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ABSTRACT : 

An Actively Broadcast URLs for Drive-By Internet 
Information (ABU-DaBII) 

system provides for the just-in-time distribution 
of information through mobile 

information terminals. The system involves the 
Internet as the primary source 
of the information and includes a mobile 
information terminal as the output 

device and a local agent which is locally operated. 

The mobile information 
terminal includes a receiver, a URL queue and a WWW 
renderer/browser . The 

local agent includes a short-range transmitter to 
distribute information 

pointers to the mobile information terminal and a 
mechanism for transferring 
data into the transmitter. 
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Brief Summary Text - BSTX (6) : 

Some very large organizations have used 
short-range radio broadcasts to send 
additional information to customers. Such systems 
allow a much larger amount 

of information to be transferred, but they have 
several restrictions which 

limit their use. First, they are expensive. 
Second, they require that the 

customer spend a large amount of time within the 
broadcast range in order to 

hear the information. In practice, this means that 
only organizations 

occupying geographically large areas can make use 
of them. Even when 

satisfying these constraints, such systems still 
lack the interactivity 

necessary to deliver custom information which can 
attract a customer. 



Detailed Description Text - DETX (26) : 

The following section describes some sample 
applications of an ABU-DaBII 
system. In the simplest case of a local 
advertisement , a local agent could be 
included in a store front/ and the mobile agents 



could be in automobiles. As a 

driver passes by the store, if he is interested in 
getting information from 

that store, he uses his browser to get the URL from 
the queue and accesses the 

store's WWW page. The store's proprietor can have 
placed whatever information 

there he wants, including information about items 
on sale, rare items in stock, 

store hours, promotions, or anything which will 
encourage the driver to do 

business there. Restaurants could provide menus. 



Detailed Description Text - DETX (28) : 

More sophisticated advertising is possible by 
customizing the advertisement 

to the customer. For example, the URL broadcast by 
the local agent could 

reference an Internet program using the CGI. This 
program could be 

parameterized by the local agent's location . In 
this way, a national 

advertising campaign could include information 
about the user's immediate 

location . For example, a national hotel chain 
could rent billboards around the 

country, each broadcasting the URL of the hotel's 
central office, but with a 

parameter indicating which location the user was 
passing. This information 

could be used to focus the information provided to 
the user on hotels in the 
immediate vicinity. 



Detailed Description Text - DETX (30) : 

Local agents placed in street signs, traffic 
signals, and other locations 

could be used to deliver references to information 
about the local area. For 
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example, WWW documents or programs could be 
provided to give traffic updates or 
weather reports for extremely localized areas . 
Public emergency reports could 

be easily distributed to motorists though such 

agents. Information about city 

ordinances, traffic rules, or information from 

local chamber of commerce 

could be distributed in this way. 
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